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INAUGURAL LEAD-IN: DAY OF SERVICE
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Eric Helms begins work this fall toward 
his Master of Fine Arts degree in poetry 
at Columbia University School of the Arts 
in New York City.
Bruce Alan Nessler, Jr., has earned his 
J.D. degree from the Thomas Goode Jones 
School of Law at Faulkner University in 
Birmingham, Ala.  He was !rst in his class 
and graduated summa cum laude.
Ed Westbrook and his father are building 
a micro-brewery in Mount Pleasant, S.C.  
Westbrook Brewing Co. is expected to 
open in September.  According to the 
Charleston Post and Courier, Ed started 
brewing beer in his senior year at Furman 
and continued the practice while pursuing 
a master’s degree in business adminis-
tration at Clemson University.
MARRIAGES:  Bonnie Leigh Baird 
and Matthew Hydrick Stabler, March 6.  
They live in Columbia, S.C.  Bonnie is 
a leasing agent at Columbia Property 
Management and Matt recently completed 
law school at the University of South 
Carolina.
Amanda Grif!n and Graham Butler, 
May 15.  They live in Atlanta.
Linda Ketsche and Sam Williamson, 
May 8.  Having recently graduated from 
Virginia Commonwealth University’s 
Master of Health Administration program, 
Sam is now working for Bon Secours 
St. Francis Health System in Greenville.
Farra Olivia Southern and Kenneth 
Bennett Dorman, April 30.  She is 
scheduled to receive a doctorate in 
physical therapy from the University 
of South Carolina in December.  They 
live in Charlotte, N.C., where he is 
employed as a !nancial specialist with 
Wachovia Bank.
BIRTH:  Scott and Darlene Bayles 
Currier, a son, John Wheeler, April 27, 
Greenville.  
08
Sarah Clay Bryant graduated from 
Duke University’s Accelerated Bachelor 
of Nursing program and works as an 
oncology nurse at Duke Hospital.
Eva Sclippa is pursuing a double master’s 
degree in art history and library and 
informational sciences at the University 
of North Carolina.  
Courtney Stewardson has been named 
assistant volleyball coach at Radford (Va.) 
University.  For the past two years she was 
a graduate assistant at the University of 
Delaware, where she earned a master’s 
degree in educational leadership.
MARRIAGES:  Amy Lynn Greenwell 
(M.A.) and William Thompson Bryson, 
May 1.  They live in Simpsonville, S.C.  
She teaches second grade at Mauldin 
Elementary School and he is sales mana-
ger of Outside In Leisure Products.
Matthew MacCaughelty and 
Stephanie MacDonald, April 10. 
They live in Pineville, N.C.
Todd McClure and Sally Heckethorn 
’09, October 24.  They live in Bradenton, 
Fla.  
Caitlin Montgomery and Timothy 
McLeod, August 21, 2009.  They live 
in Bloomington, Ind.
William Rosenblatt and Myra Dennis 
’09, May 30.  William is a medical student 
at the University of Mississippi Medical 
Center in Jackson, and Myra is pursuing 
a Doctor of Optometry degree at the 
University of Alabama-Birmingham.
09
Ashley Neumann has become a club 
level concierge at the Ritz-Carlton Reynolds 
Plantation in Greensboro, Ga.  She 
previously held a ski concierge job in 
Colorado.  
MARRIAGE:  Elizabeth Kell and David 
Sedell, May 22.  They live in Sarasota, Fla.  
for best career stroke average among 
women’s golfers.  She won two individual 
conference championships.
Andy and Carrie Pascual, a son, 
Alejandro Taylor V, May 25.  They live
in Norcross, Ga. 
03
Kelly Nalley (M.A.) has been named 
South Carolina Teacher of the Year for 
2010.  She teaches Spanish at Fork Shoals 
Elementary School in Greenville County.  
Along with the award, she received 
$25,000, one year’s use of a BMW, a Dell 
computer and other prizes.  She will also 
take part in a yearlong program with the 
state Center for Educator Recruitment, 
Retention and Advancement.
MARRIAGES:  Elizabeth Crouch and 
Zachary Adam McDowell, November 7.  
They live in Grif!n, Ga.
Robin Kelly Irvin and David Brian Locke, 
June 5.  Robin is a music teacher at Sue 
Cleveland Elementary School and David 
is the founder and owner of Locke Design, 
a graphic design !rm in Anderson, S.C., 
where they live.
BIRTH:  Brandon ’04 and Ellen Monroe 
Colberg, a daughter, Makayla Monroe 
Colberg, June 2, Charlotte, N.C.
04
Eric Cain received a Master of Divinity 
degree from the McAfee School of 
Theology at Mercer University in May and 
has accepted a position as Maddox Pastoral 
Resident at Northside Drive Baptist Church 
in Atlanta. 
In May, Stephanie Nielsen graduated 
from Mercer University College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences with 
a Doctor of Pharmacy degree and has 
become a pharmacist with Walgreens 
in Atlanta.
MARRIAGES:  Elizabeth Baxley and 
Grady Blount III, December 19.  They live 
in Taylors, S.C.  
Hamilton Bridges and Mary Ann Barrett, 
February 6.  They live in Atlanta.
Charles Trevor Hall and Meghan 
Diane Hazelwood ’05, September 12, 
2009.  They live in Charleston, S.C., where 
she is employed with the First Circuit 
Solicitor’s of!ce and he with Enterprise 
Corporation.  
Robby Hendry and Sydney Cummings, 
April 11.  Both Robby and Sydney received 
their M.D. degrees from the Medical Uni-
versity of South Carolina in May.  They 
have moved to Pittsburgh, Pa., where he 
is a resident physician in neurology and she 
is a resident physician in family medicine.  
Grant Nicholson and Teresa Dawson, 
April 23.  They live in Atlanta where he
is director of sales and marketing for 
the private wealth management Atlanta 
division of SunTrust Bank.
Jason Timothy Strand and Lindsey 
Arlene Hammond, May 15.  They live
in Greenville where Jason is employed 
by Michelin North America and Lindsey 
by the Greenville Free Medical Clinic.  
BIRTHS:  Buddy and Sarah-Ann 
Turpen Davis, a son, Trey, January 19.  
They live in Brentwood, Tenn., where 
Buddy is completing his residency in 
orthodontics at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center.
Jim and Carmen Band Sawyers, a son, 
Noah Crawford, January 19, Wilmington, 
N.C.   
05
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Adam and Diana Estes Ligler have 
moved to Charlotte, N.C., where Adam, 
a graduate of Eastern Virginia Medical 
School, has begun a residency at the 
Carolinas Medical Center.  Diana recently 
graduated from Old Dominion University 
with a Master of Arts degree in applied 
linguistics.
In May, Kenneth Surkin received his 
Doctor of Medicine degree from Eastern 
Virginia Medical School, where he will 
complete his residency.
Joe Waters of Taylors, S.C., is the 
Democratic candidate for the District 22 
seat in the South Carolina House of 
Representatives.  He will face Republican 
Wendy Nanney in the November elections.  
Joe is director of adult education and 
parish mission at Prince of Peace Catholic 
Church.
MARRIAGES:  Brett Merrill and Ginny 
Thornton, December 19.  They live in 
Smyrna, Ga.
Meredith Ellen Pittman and Jonathan 
Power, April 30.  She graduated from 
Washington University School of Medicine 
in May with an M.D. degree and a Master 
of Science degree in clinical investigation.  
She is pursuing a residency in pathology 
at Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, Mo.
BIRTHS:  Josh and Meredith Edwards 
Green, a son, Henry Dayton, February 18.  
Josh is a graduate of Vanderbilt University 
Law School and practices in the capital 
markets group of McGuire Woods LLP.  
Meredith is scheduled to graduate from 
Wake Forest University School of Law this 
fall.  They live in Charlotte, N.C.
Geoffrey and Emily Greyard Mitchell, 
a son, Cannon Greyard Mitchell, March 26, 
Tucson, Ariz.  Geoff earned his Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in cancer biology from 
the University of Arizona, where he will 
be a post-doctoral fellow.  Emily graduated 
from the University of Arizona with a 
Master of Education degree and works
as a publisher’s representative with 
Pearson Higher Education.  
06
Elizabeth Marler Armstrong received 
a Doctor of Dental Medicine degree from 
the Medical University of South Carolina 
in May.  She is now practicing dentistry 
in Pickens, S.C.
Patrick Arnett has earned his Doctor of 
Dental Medicine degree from the Medical 
College of Georgia.  He and his wife, 
Jennifer, live in Waterville, Maine, where 
he is completing a residency and she is 
a nurse.
Kate Atwood received a Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine degree from Ross 
University School of Veterinary Medicine 
in June. 
Meg Goodwin has obtained her M.D. 
degree from the University of South 
Carolina School of Medicine and started 
a three-year residency program with Duke 
Pediatrics in Durham, N.C.  
Phillip Liles recently graduated from Elon 
University School of Law in North Carolina.  
He and his wife, Venus, a graduate of Duke 
University Law School, live in Raleigh, N.C.
Andrew MacConnell received a Master 
of Science degree in chemistry from 
Furman in August 2009.
MARRIAGE:  Ashley Nicole McCall 
and Joseph LaShaun Washington, July 25, 
2009.  Ashley earned a Master of Arts 
degree in communications from Trinity 
University in Washington, D.C., and works 
as a public affairs specialist for the 
Department of Defense (Pentagon), U.S. 
Army.  Joseph is a federal law enforcement 
of!cer.
07
Leonard Galloway (M.A.) is the new 
principal of Varennes Academy of 
Communications and Technology in 
Anderson County, S.C.  He most recently 
was assistant principal of Nevitt Forest 
Community School of Innovation.
FURMAN WILL INAUGURATE Rodney Smolla as its 11th president Friday, 
October 22, at 10 a.m., to launch a festive Homecoming Weekend.  But 
the inaugural events will technically begin the weekend before, when the 
university is sponsoring a nationwide Furman Day of Service.
 On Saturday, October 16, alumni are asked to join other Furman folks
in improving their community while presenting a shining example of one 
of the university’s core values: service.
 If you’d like to organize a service project in your area, call the Alumni 
Of!ce at (864) 294-3464 or e-mail jane.dungan@furman.edu.  Alumni, 
parents and friends in cities all over the country (and even the world) are 
expected to participate.  Furman hopes you’ll be part of the fun.
 Afterward, plan to come to Furman the following weekend for the 
inauguration and Homecoming.  Rumor has it that President Smolla’s 
installation may be held on the beautiful Furman Mall, weather permitting.  
The ceremony will be followed by lunch for everyone.
 Since the inauguration is linked to Homecoming, alumni are invited 
to come early, spend Thursday night in Greenville, and attend Friday’s 
inaugural events that lead into the traditional activities Friday night.  
Special Homecoming hotel rates will apply Thursday as well.  Visit 
http://alumni.furman.edu to make your reservation so the Alumni Of!ce
can have an accurate head count.
 All Homecoming schedules and information will be available on the 
alumni website in early August.  Brochures will be mailed about the same 
time.  A reminder:  Classes after 1980 will NOT receive a mailed brochure.  
Speci!c information for those classes will be available on-line only.
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